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The University of Alaska contracted with McDowell Group to conduct a statewide public opinion survey 
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Around half of respondents said they expected the state’s economy (45 percent), their household economic 

condition (47 percent), and their quality of life (50 percent) to improve over the next five years. Respondents 

were much more likely to expect a decline in the state economy (20 percent) compared to their household’s 

economy (7 percent) or their quality of life (4 percent). 
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Nine out of ten residents (89 percent) say that UA is 

important or very important to the state of Alaska, 

including 64 percent who said it is very important. Just 

4 percent say UA is not important. 

Comparing these results to the 2016 survey, importance 

ratings fell: those giving a very important rating fell from 

73 percent to 64 percent. The not important rate was 

similarly low both years (2 percent in 2016 and 3 percent 

in 2018). 

When asked to rate their level of agreement with a 

series of statements about UA, a strong majority of 

res
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Respondents reporting school-aged children or grandchildren were asked whether they would encourage or 

discourage them from pursuing various postsecondary education options. Four out of five respondents (82 

percent) said they would encourage them to attend a vocational training program after high school; 92 percent 

said they would encourage them to obtain a college degree; and 74 percent said they would encourage them 

to attend UA. 

<+6.A*)+6*%"2+6&/9%*+&*A#'2+6&/9%*)+6&*28#.A&%"*+&*9&/"A28#.A&%"*(+],&+@d*
Base: Has school-age children or grandchildren in Alaska 

Note: Rows do not add to 100 percent due to “don’t know” and “it depends” responses. 
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Alaskans are optimistic about the future of the State and their household. 

• While Alaskans rated the current condition of the economy an average of 5.1 on a 1-to-10 scale, nearly 

half (45 percent) believe the economy will improve over the next five years. 

• Ratings were higher at the personal level, with Alaskans rating their quality of life an average of 7.7 out 

of 10 and their household’s economic well-being an average of 6.7 out of 10. Half expect their quality 

of life to improve over the next five years. 

• While improving, confidence and optimism are lower than historic levels. 

Alaskans are facing a host of issues that affect their household (and therefore their families). 

• Crime and public safety presents the greatest concern to respondents, with 39 reporting it as a serious 

concern and 37 percent as somewhat of a concern. 

• Closely following are concerns about the cost of healthcare, energy costs, and potential for a statewide 
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The University of Alaska contracted with McDowell Group to conduct a statewide public opinion survey in March 

2018 to better understand Alaskans’ perceptions on quality of life, the economy, outlook for the future, and 

th





University of Alaska Household Opinion Survey 2018  McDowell Group y Page 9 

-./'0/*/"A*J+6'%8+.A*D2+"+@#2*C+"A#(#+"*

-./'0/*D2+"+@)*

• Alaskans rated the condition of the state’s economy an average of 5.1 on a 1-to-10 scale. Three-quarters 
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Respondents were asked to rate their level of confidence in State and federal institutions. See table, next page. 

• Of the seven institutions, respondents reported the highest confidence in the University of Alaska (28 

percent had significant confidence), followed closely by local K-12 schools (26 percent) and the Alaska 
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Serious concern 31 31 33 28 19 

Somewhat of a concern 41 40 41 45 50 

Not a concern 26 27 24 25 25 

Don’t know
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• One-quarter of residents (26 percent) said they had school-age children in Alaska, while another 15 percent 

said they had school-age grandchildren. The rate of school-age children was higher among Southwest 

residents (41 percent). 

• An additional 
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• 
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• Only 30 
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Respondents were asked to indicate their level of agreement with a series of statements about the University of 

Alaska.  

• In general, there was a high level of agreement with all eight statements about UA, with agreement ranging 

from 62 to 82 percent, and disagreement ranging between 8 and 23 percent. The balance of respondents 

didn’t know or declined to answer. 

• Of the seven statements about UA, the statement with the highest level of agreement was Without the 

University of Alaska our young people are much more likely to leave Alaska, with 82 percent of respondents 

agreeing, and 12 percent disagreeing. Close behind were The economic impact of University of Alaska is 

very important to local economies, with 81 percent agreeing and 9 percent disagreeing; and Alaska 
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• Better curriculum 

• For the University to stop cutting programs. 

• Have more courses available. 

• Give me "bucketloads of money." 

• Having a nursing program so you don't have to leave town. 

• I have an appointment next week with UAS in Matsu. 

• If an advisor would reach out to me, it might motivate me. 

• Listen to the students a bit more. 

• Make online classes easier for students who are almost done getting their degree. Only assign classes 

that are needed to finish, instead of taking a full course. 

• More online courses and resources. 

• More time. 

• Not sure. I have thought about applying but never got around to it. 

• Offer a program I’m interested in. 

• Offer long distance learning. 

• Free tuition. 

• Open more programs or open-up more spots in classes to encourage more students to enroll. 

• Provide transportation. 

• I am very encouraged but need to find the time and finances. 

• I would like to continue my education, but I don’t want to relocate to Fairbanks or Anchorage. 

• Accept more transfer credits from nationally to regionally. 

• UAF doesn't offer a BS in aviation, only AA. I will finish my AA but wish they offered more. It is a shame 

that for a school surrounded by so much military influence from Eielson AFB and Ft. Wainwright they 

don't offer a full degree. 

• University of Alaska should be more helpful and understanding with older applicants who have a lack 

of knowledge of the process of attending college. 

• Would be beneficial if work experience is credited toward practicum. 

 

 



Supplemental Survey Comparison  
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• Nearly one-
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Seventeen percent of respondents gave a weak rating (1, 2, or 3), while just 7 percent gave a strong rating 

(8, 9, or 10). 

• Nearly half of residents (45 percent) believe that Alaska’s economy will improve over the next five years, 

while 20 percent believe it will decline, and 25 percent believe it will stay about the same. Ten percent don’t 

know. 

9U"S)(0/'*)'U*C+)0'0'T*

There appears to be solid support for K-12 and colleges in Alaska with minimal desire to cut education funding. 

AEDC respondents recognize workforce-related issues at all professional levels. 

89:.*M.D*!@>H9I*

• Businesses were asked to rate barriers to business growth. Combined (significant and moderate barriers) 

included availability of professional/technical workforce (59 percent), job readiness of entry-level workforce 

(49 percent), and availability of semi-skilled workforce (49 percent). 

• One of the top ten “most important issues facing Anchorage” was achieving a 90 percent ASD high school 

graduation rate by 2020 (49 percent). 

• Very important ratings for issues related to 





University of Alaska Household Opinion Survey 3_9 McDowell Group  •  Page 1 

University of Alaska Household Opinion Survey 2018 
PHONE #    Cell/Landline 

INTERVIEWER NAME    DATE    
 
Hello, this is   with the McDowell Group. We are gathering opinions from Alaskans 
about their impressions and personal concerns about Alaska’s future. I’d like to ask you a few 
questions.   
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9. Please tell me if you have significant confidence, moderate confidence, or little confidence in each of 
the following institutions. 

(READ LIST, ROTATE) 
01  

Significant 
Confidence 

02  
Moderate 

Confidence 

03 
Little 

Confidence 

04 
Don’t 
know 

05 
Refused 

a. Alaska State government 01 02 03 04 05 
b. The Alaska Legislature 01 02 03 04 05 
c. Your local community government 01 02 03 04 05 
d. Your local K-12 schools  01 02 03 04 05 
e. The University of Alaska 01 02 03 04 05 
f. The Alaska Permanent Fund Corporation 01 02 03 04 05 
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